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Session title: Cultural Diversity in Spain: the experience of second- generation migrants 

Aims and Objectives:  

This session seeks to: 

• Raise awareness of cultural diversity in Spain 

• Consider the advantages and challenges of young people with dual heritage 

• Reflect on the identity of others and one’s self 

Learning Outcomes:  

• Students will have deeper understanding of Spanish cultural identity and how this is 

changing 

• Students will have deeper understanding of the personal identity questions arising 

from immigration and increasing cultural diversity 

• Students will have a more nuanced concept of ‘Spanish culture’  
• Students will begin to consider how to communicate with others in a context marked 

by diversity 

Instructions: 

1. Before taking part, as part of our ethics code, please read the Participant 

Information sheet and the Debrief sheet, before filling out the Consent Form. If you 

have any questions or concerns, please get back to me before consenting to take 

part.  

2. If you are happy to go ahead, please follow the instructions below. 

3. Read the attached Newspaper Article, which should take around 10-15 minutes.  

4. Then please complete the Activity Sheet. This might take around 30 minutes. You 

can write inside this document and return to me. Please make a note (one the 

document or in an email) of any questions you don’t understand, or find difficult, 
sensitive or anything else).  

5. Finally, when you have finished, could you please fill in the Student Evaluation form. 

6. So, you should return the Participant Consent form, the Activity Sheet and the 

Student Evaluation to me. Thank you! 
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Read the newspaper article Cultural Diversity: How second-generation immigrants are 

transforming the landscape of Spanish society El País, 14th December 2018, and complete 

the activities below. 

1. Look at the image A of the young people. Where do you think they are from, and 

why?  

Would it surprise you to know they are Spanish? Why? 

 

Read Text B and answer the following questions: 

2. What facts have you learned about immigration in Spain? 

For example, 20% of babies born in Spain have a foreign parent. List more, below. 

Do any of these facts / figures / trends surprise you? Why / why not? 

 

3. Read the stories of Fátima, Iker, Adrián, Kinue and Mónika and make a table like 

the one below, noting what they each discuss as the positive aspects of ‘living 
between two cultures’ and the more challenging ones? 

 

Positives Difficulties 

 

 

 

 

 

On balance, do the people interviewed suggest their dual heritage is positive or negative? 

 

What helps young people growing up to feel part of both Spain and the countries their 

parents came from? 

 

4. Study the following extract: 

The Longitudinal study on the Second Generation by La Caixa, which carried out 7,000 

interviews over the course of 10 years, suggests that the identities of the children of 

immigrants is fluid and changes over time and according to the context they are in, 

particularly during adolescence. 

What do you understand by a ‘fluid identity’ that changes over time, and according to the 
context? What might in mean in practice? You can use examples from the text or your own 

experience. 

https://elpais.com/elpais/2018/03/20/inenglish/1521539173_214120.html
https://elpais.com/elpais/2018/03/20/inenglish/1521539173_214120.html
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5. Further activities 

a. Research similar facts about immigration and cultural diversity (as in question 2 

above) in the country where you live, and write them down. How do these compare 

with Spain? Do these surprise you? 

 

b. What is your own cultural background? Reflect on where your parents come from, 

their jobs/ professions/ religion/ languages / the community you live in. Share with a 

friend/ family member / classmate and write a reflection of your conversation 

below. 

Further reading: 

Follow the links in the newspaper article to find more information. 


